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2019 sees Yeppoon High celebrating 50 years as a state secondary school. Our 
new prospectus highlights the diverse opportunities available for our students. 

I work collaboratively with staff to ensure our hearts and minds are focused 
on inspiring our young people. Collectively we encourage our students to 
engage, ask questions of themselves, their peers and their teachers, whilst 
striving for success at every level. 

Our Parents and Citizens’ Association strongly supports the diverse range 
of opportunities for all students and works closely with myself and staff to 
support maximum access for all students.

Our vision reflects our purpose – ensuring every student exits our school 
with the best life chances possible, given the opportunities they have had at 
Yeppoon High.

I look forward to working with all Yeppoon High families as we strive towards 
our vision.

INSPIRE AND ACHIEVE 
SUCCESS THROUGH 

OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR ALL

OUR VISION

WELCOME TO YEPPOON STATE HIGH SCHOOL

Ruth Miller
Principal
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Teaching and LearningOUR VALUES

We take pride in our idyllic location on the Capricorn Coast and encourage and 
support our students to reach for the STARS. 
Modelling values for the entire school community is central to the role of the 
Principal, all leaders and every staff member at Yeppoon High. Our values are 
captured within our STARS expectations and include:

SPIRIT  - Supporting and encouraging each other to learn,  
 achieve and celebrate together. 
 • Attitude, Ambition & Active Participation

TEAMWORK - Achieving our aspirational goals in sporting, academic  
 and cultural teams. 
 • Commitment, Resilience & Pride

ACCOUNTABILITY - Accepting responsibility for our actions  
 and consequences. 
 • Responsibility, Reliability & Integrity

RESPECT - Showing genuine respect for self, others and property. 
 • Courtesy, Consideration & Tolerance 

SAFETY - Following instructions to ensure our (and others)  
 safety every day. 
 • Prevention, Protection & Wellbeing

From our participation in sporting, music, vocational and academic 
events state wide, it is our ability to work together that gives 
us our strength and allows us to achieve our dreams, 
because ‘Together we succeed’.
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Students firstOUR BADGE

At Yeppoon State High School, students wear their badge to symbolise pride in 
our school. The badge is comprised of a Capricorn symbol and the school colours.

SYMBOL
Yeppoon State High School is located on the beautiful Capricorn Coast which 
is situated on the Tropic of Capricorn. The Tropic of Capricorn was named over 
2000 years ago because the sun was in the constellation Capricorn during the 
December solstice. 

A Capricorn is a mythological creature with the head and upper body of a mountain 
goat, and the lower body and tail of a fish. The mountain goat symbol represents 
ambition, resilience, success, intelligence, safety and  steadiness. The fish 
represents passion, spirituality, intuition, and connection with the soul. 

COLOURS
The Capricorn is shaded in Royal Blue, the school colour, and sits above a ribbon 
which includes the initials of the school (YSHS) as well as the school motto 
‘Together we succeed’. The tail of the ribbon incorporates the four colours of the 
school house groups: 
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FRASER - Red  

LAVER - Green 

ELLIOTT - Blue

DAVIDSON - Orange 
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Students firstOUR MANTRA

Our mantra ‘Together we succeed’ reflects the collective and collaborative 
effort of teachers, students, parents and carers. We believe there is no “I” 
in TEAMS and that through genuine collaboration and team work together 
with a strong relationship with our Parents and Citizens’ Association, we 
will succeed, and move our school towards our strategic goals.

TOGETHER 
WE SUCCEED

08 09



10 11
Students firstOUR SCHOOL

Our school provides varied pathways for our students to graduate as active 
citizens who take responsibility for their actions, engage in life-long learning and 
contribute to the stewardship of the environment.  

Students are encouraged to achieve personal excellence in their academic 
endeavours, behaviour and appearance. Our school community values these 
standards.  We have a strong academic focus, as well as an excellent reputation 
in the arts and sports. The school also offers:

• Instrumental music

• School musicals

• Debating

• Language program

• Galaxy program for gifted and talented students

• Performing Arts’ programs

• A range of VET qualifications

• Rugby League and Netball programs

• ASDAN Personal Development program
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Yeppoon State High School has three broad strategic focus areas:

1. Knowing your learners – through our knowledge of our students, both their strengths and 
weaknesses, we promote a growth mindset to support success

2. Targeted teaching – by knowing our learners, and analysis of our data, we are designing teaching 
to support our vision of “inspiring and achieving success”

3. Connected curriculum – through implementation of the Australian Curriculum and the new Senior 
QCAA program, and quality assurance processes supported by our region, we are working towards 
increased engagement as well as consistency of results, both intra and inter school.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION
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JUNIOR AND MIDDLE 
SECONDARY

Junior Secondary Schooling includes Year 7 and 8. The focus of our Junior Secondary 
program is to provide education that meets the needs of our students as they transition 
through the early years of adolescence. 
Middle Secondary Schooling includes Year 9 and 10. The focus of middle schooling is 
the development of students into the future leaders of our school, while preparing for a 
successful transition into Senior Schooling. Students will also develop a strong sense of 
belonging and responsibility through leadership activities including sporting, cultural and 
community events.   
The Year 10 curriculum is designed to prepare all students for a smooth transition into Year 
11 and 12. Students can also take up extension subjects. During year 10 an extensive 
careers program is provided to assist students with pathway planning and courses of 
study including work experience. Year 10 is the official starting point for Senior School. 
In our Junior and Middle Secondary Schools, we provide:

• Care class teachers who connect  
with students every day

• A focus on literacy and numeracy
• Rigorous and engaging curriculum 

choices
• Intensive tracking, identification and 

support processes
• An Excellence Japanese program
• High calibre Instrumental Music 

Program as well as individual tuition
• Junior debating

• Specialised enrichment and 
extension programs 

• Support programs such as Drumbeat,  
Shine and Rock and Water

• Bring your own device (BYOx) 
program

• Leadership opportunities 
through Student 
Parliament 
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The Senior Secondary curriculum offers students in Year 11 and 12 a broad range  
of pathways to their future careers. These pathways include:

• A diverse offering of Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) 
subjects for students wishing to gain entry into a tertiary institution

• The opportunity to study a Vocational Education and Training (VET) qualification 
during school time

•  The option of completing a traineeship or apprenticeship with one of our many 
partner industries

Senior academic students have the opportunity to enrol in university-based programs 
which provide them with higher academic standing for university entry and credit towards 
future courses. Partnerships currently exist with Central Queensland University.

To provide students with authentic learning experiences linked to industry we offer:

• Purpose-built workshops for construction, engineering and furnishing

• Contemporary catering facilities

Vocational training may begin as early as Year 10 with the opportunity for students  
to engage in school-based apprenticeships and traineeships.

SENIOR SECONDARY
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Yeppoon State High School is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) and this 
registration enables the school to deliver certificate qualifications across a number of 
curriculum areas. 

There are three modes of delivery for VET:

• Yeppoon State High School
• School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship (SAT)
• External VET offerings

In addition we have established partnerships with training providers who deliver on 
site at Yeppoon State High School.

A full range of Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority subjects are 
offered, which include a broad selection of General and Applied courses.

Please consult our curriculum handbooks for our course offerings.  
Handbooks are located on the Yeppoon State High School website  
www.yeppoonshs.eq.edu.au.

20 21

SENIOR SECONDARY
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ACADEMIC 
COACHING

The opportunity to be successful in life is often influenced by the availability of a 
significant person that may provide both challenges, motivation and inspiration 
to whatever you hope to achieve. Deputy Principals’ lead this process alongside 
Heads of Department and Deans.
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STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP

There are a number of opportunities for students to show leadership within 
our school. The school elects both Junior and Senior leaders. The elected 
senior leaders head up the student parliament which is responsible for 
enacting our student voice. Activities include Clean Up Australia.

25

DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION CENTRE

Our school does whatever it takes to build an inclusive environment that supports students to achieve 
on the same basis as their peers. Inclusive schooling practices is about maximising the outcomes of all 
students through identification and reduction of barriers to learning. It is about setting high expectations, 
valuing and celebrating diversity; and employing high quality, evidence-based teaching practices focused 
on success for every student. 
This is achieved through:

• Embracing diversity as a key value
• Providing challenging curriculum
• Providing flexible curriculum delivery that responds to individual strengths and challenges
• Providing opportunity for students to learn alongside their same-aged peers
• Providing collaboration between staff, parents, students and external agencies

24
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The Galaxy program  is an extension 
program for high achieving students, 
including Gifted and Talented students. It 
is intended as a support program providing 
opportunities for students to socialise and 
achieve academic excellence. 

Galaxy involves a range of extra-curricular 
activities including both individual and 
team competitions, robotics, extension 
days in areas of English/Humanities 
and Science-Technology-Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) as well as 
interschool programs.

GALAXY 
PROGRAM

26

UNIVERSITY  
STUDIES AT  

HIGH SCHOOL
As part of their senior years, our students have the opportunity to 
simultaneously undertake study with Central Queensland University 
through the Start Uni Now (SUN) program. The SUN program allows 
students in Year 11 and 12 to study Central Queensland University units 
whilst still in high school.

27
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MUSIC 
EXCELLENCE 

The Music Excellence Program is designed to deepen music students’ knowledge 
and understanding of music theory through AMEB studies in order to extend 
their application in the dimensions of performance, composition and analysis of 
music. This is an extension subject for those students who wish to study Music 
further. Previous experience is required and acceptance is by audition only. This 
subject is an elective, which may be studied by students in Year 7 and 8. This 
class is designed to encourage the pursuit of excellence through the perspectives 
of instrumental music, music history and aural skills. It will also help students to 
develop a sense of professionalism and discipline in all their future endeavours.
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The Health and Physical Education Junior Curriculum includes Netball and Rugby 
League focused classes. Students study similar theoretical units to that of the core 
classes but are able to focus on their chosen sport in a practical setting. Instructed 
by qualified teachers highly skilled in the particular sports, students are provided the 
opportunity to develop their performance abilities and tactical game-play exclusive 
to either Netball or Rugby League.  

As a pathway from our Junior Rugby League and Netball classes, Yeppoon State 
High School offers a Certificate III in Sport and Recreation, which is a nationally 
recognised qualification, plus Certificate II in Sport and Recreation, which includes 
First Aid and Officiating and Coaching accreditation. This certificate allows students 
to choose either a Netball or Rugby League application. The elective subject is 
available to students in Years 11 and 12 who have displayed passion and commitment 
to their chosen sport. 

30

SPORTING 
EXCELLENCE
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LANGUAGES 
EXCELLENCE

The Japanese Excellence program provides students with the opportunity to 
experience Languages immersion – classes delivered entirely in Japanese! This 
experience is rare outside of the state’s Southeast corner.

Japanese Excellence students participate in extension instruction, alongside 
their high achieving and passionate peers.  The program facilitates real life 
opportunities for students to interact with Japanese students from our sister 
school, Wako Kokusai, Saitama, Japan.  

Students are offered the opportunity to take part in an optional study tour to Japan, 
in Year 11 or 12. Graduates of this program are equipped with intercultural skills 
required in today’s competitive, globalised world, such as tolerance, empathy, 
intuition and a curiosity for different cultures and customs. Bilingualism is one of 
the 21st century’s most employable skills and can open a wide variety of career 
options. This program is delivered by a team of highly dedicated teachers, who 
share a wealth of knowledge about Japanese language and culture. 

Our Corrective Reading program compliments regular classroom learning by 
improving confidence and the ability to read and understand classroom texts.  
It is an intensive program that focuses on phonics, word attack skills and 
comprehension. 

SCHOOL READING  
INTERVENTION 

PROGRAM
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Yeppoon State High School also hosts 
overseas students into our International 
Student program where they can choose 
from an extensive range of subjects, 
sporting and cultural programs. Our 
homestay families are closely connected 
to the school and community to ensure 
positive experiences.

The school is building its international 
footprint working together with Livingstone 
Shire Council, to build new and innovative 
partnerships in China. 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT  
PROGRAM 
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AGRICULTURE
Agricultural programs are offered as part of the curriculum at Yeppoon State High 
School. Our Agricultural Farm provides outstanding training opportunities for 
students in agriculture, aquaculture and animal husbandry. Students engage in 
industry practice and interact with higher education providers through externally 
promoted programs.

There are also a number of extra-curricular activities linked to the subjects 
on offer, which provide further opportunities for students to develop their 
industry skills.

Our School partners with CQUniversity to deliver certificate courses in 
Construction, Resources and Infrastructure and Horticulture. The partnership 
with CQUniversity ensures that all graduates from the Trade Training Centre are 
competent in their chosen field and job ready to move into industry.

TRADE TRAINING 
CENTRE
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The Health and Physical Education curriculum is built around school’s ‘STARS’ expectations 
and the faculties 4 key pillars: Growth, Resilience, Integrity and Triumph.  All students in Years 7 
to 10 participate in core Health and Physical Education. The curriculum is designed to educate 
students on the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle. 

The school has a proud tradition of offering students opportunities to pursue their sporting 
passions. We aim to provide students with knowledge and experiences that they can use 
throughout their lives, in order to be healthy and active. Through dedication to sporting pursuits, 
students learn self-discipline and perseverance, gaining self-esteem and confidence.

A variety of sports are offered through either curriculum or extra curriculum opportunities 
including (but not limited to) athletics, basketball, cross country, football, netball, rugby league, 
rugby union, soccer, human powered vehicle (HPV) teams, swimming and volleyball. 

Students belong to one of four sporting houses; Laver, Elliott, Davidson and Fraser. Sporting 
carnivals are held throughout the year including swimming, cross country and athletics.

SPORT
We believe that music education encourages creative thinking, self-expression and promotes an 
awareness of the world’s cultures, which is why we offer a broad and varied music program.

Our music program commences in Year 7 and continues through to Year 12. Students participate 
in music through class, concerts held for the school community, various eisteddfods, camps, tours 
and performance opportunities. Students learn how to perform, compose and analyse music. 
Involvement in music is a lifelong learning experience and students are encouraged to participate 
with enthusiasm and commitment in all aspects of music education.

Many extra-curricular music experiences are on offer including choir, orchestra, band and chamber 
assemble. These groups are organised to provide opportunities for all students, regardless of 
their level of ability. Extension instrumental and vocal tuition is also on offer.

Music develops skills in the perception and practice of music and fosters social interaction, 
concentration and memory.

MUSIC
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VOCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES – 

HEALTH 
AND FITNESS

40

Students can choose from a range of  nationally recognised qualifications including 
Certificate III in Fitness (and Certificate II Sport and Recreation), Certificate II/III in Sport 
Recreation (NRL and Netball) and Certificate III in Health Services Assistance (Certificate 
II Health Support Services). Certificate III in Fitness focuses on skills such as client 
screening and health assessment, instructing and monitoring fitness programs, and 
exercise science and nutrition. Certificate III in Health Services Assistance involves 
skills such as interpreting medical terminology, cultural safety for Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander populations, and individualized support 
as well as a pathway into a traineeship.
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Yeppoon State High School recognises the importance of educating the ‘whole 
child’ and provides an extensive range of extra-curricular activities. 

• Excursions of educational and cultural significance

• Instrumental Music Program, which includes, music ensembles, strings, 
orchestra, percussion ensemble, big band, concerts, competitions and 
performances

• Opportunities to compete at district, state  
and national levels in selected sports

• School socials

• Inter-school debating competitions

• Readers’ Cup

• Robotics

• Optiminds

• Human Powered Vehicles (HPV) competitions

• Student leadership opportunities

• School camps

• Student parliament

• Math competitions and math team challenge

42 43BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
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With extensive specialist facilities and outstanding programs, visual and 
performing arts are a highlight of Yeppoon State High School’s highly regarded 
Arts programs. These programs enhance and draw out an amazing array of 
talent. The Arts Faculty is the cultural hub of the school. 

Teachers offer students a wide range of learning options including brass, strings, 
percussion, and woodwind instruments. 

Our unique and innovative music curriculum provides students with numerous 
live performance opportunities, both at the school and in the wider community. 
Students perform in a variety of contemporary and classical ensembles, including 
Concert Band, Stage Band, Chamber Ensembles and Solo Performances. 

Students have the opportunity to take part in the school theatre production. The 
production involves students from across all year levels, participating in everything from 
singing, dancing and acting to costumes, make-up and set production. Students also 
help backstage with props and lighting, and front of house with ticket sales and seating. 
The school Concert Band plays the music for the theatre productions and rehearsals 
take place in our Performing Arts Theatre. In past years productions have included ‘The 
Sound of Music’, ‘Stories in the Dark’, ‘Popstars’, ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, ‘Grease’ and 
‘Back to the 80’s’.

44 45

VISUAL, CREATIVE AN D  PERFORMING ARTS



46 4746

WELLBEING
At Yeppoon State High School, we have a range of initiatives in place to monitor 
and manage the wellbeing of our students. All students are assigned a care 
class teacher who play a crucial role in monitoring student wellbeing,  uniform 
and attendance. This person is a crucial link between school and home. In each 
sub-school – Junior School (Year 7 and 8), Middle School (Year 9 and 10) and 
Senior School (Year 11 and 12) a Dean of School works with teachers, students 
and families to ensure all students are engaged in learning. Deans of School 
monitor the wellbeing, behaviour and academic progress of their sub-school, 
and support at-risk students to access support services, co-ordinate life skills 
programs and student leadership development. 

47



48 49
www.yeppoonshs.eq.edu.au




